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NEWS FROM THE PASTOR 

The recent ruling by the  

Supreme Court of the United 

States has left us reeling as 

churches and parachurch 

organizations. Deeming the 

marriage of homosexual  

couples as lawful is an 

affront to the Word of God. 

It seems that our Judeo-

Christian roots are under 

attack in this nation.  

Therefore, we wring our 

hands, blame the liberal  

faction for destroying our 

principles and wonder about 

the future of Christianity in 

our own country. We fret 

that this decision will open 

the door to further immoral 

acts being legitimized. In 

addition, we anticipate a full 

assault on the First and  

Second Amendments. In  

other words, we see the 

worst. 

Does this characterize the 

hope of Christianity? We 

preach hope, love, grace and 

mercy in Christ but live as 

though we have none. We 

put more stock in political 

processes than in the prom-

ises of God. We have a  

mandate as Christians: Carry 

the message of Christ to the 

world by starting in our own 

community; love God wholly 

and love our neighbor as 

ourselves. Who is our  

neighbor? Jesus did not  
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 Josh and Rebekah Holt 
and baby Jan, England 

 Jan and Ed Kotynski, 
Wycliffe translators 

HOMEBOUND 
 

 Sandra Abney 
 Bill Barksdale 
 Sarah Bell 
 Hazel Burns 
 Roscoe Carden 
 Marilyn Carlile 
 Thelma Louise Chase 
 Jewel Coker 
 Eleanor Culberson 
 Jane Drake 
 Walker Elster 
 David & Betty Hilburn 
 Louise Hunter 
 Sue Moyer 
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identify neighbor as those 

who hold the same moral or 

ethical standards as we do, 

but anyone made in God’s 

image. This does not render 

the high court’s decision  

valid in the eyes of God, but 

it gives us a responsibility to 

be true to our calling. 

I am concerned about what 

this court’s judgement may 

produce, but I am more  

concerned about how we 

Christians treat it. Consider 

some points of reference: 

1) This is not a new thing, 

just a rubber stamping of  

validation on something that 

has been going on for 

decades. 2) We have the  

opportunity to show the love 

of Christ to everyone,  

practicing what we preach. 

3) We can honestly say that 

all are welcome to worship 

with us, not excluding  

someone who is of a  

homosexual persuasion. 4) It 

can awaken the church out 

of apathy, inspiring us to 

become more vocal about 

our faith in Jesus Christ. 

5) This decision will give us  

opportunity to explain why 

we cannot sanction  

homosexual lifestyles, but 

we can love the people as 

Christ commanded. 6) It  

forces us to look at sin more 

legitimately, not judging  

certain sins while ignoring 

others. 

The first response to this 

decision should be to wait 

and see how this ruling 

plays out in our society. 

Once we do, we determine 

what stand we must take in 

order to show Christ’s love 

to everyone while maintain-

ing the truth of His Word. 

Our most essential responsi-

bility is to be obedient to 

Christ and His commands. 

Although I will not violate my  

conscience and condone 

such unions, I will share the 

love of Jesus with them  

without condemnation. 

Remember the fruits of the 

Spirit do not hinge on  

whether or not our political 

and judicial leaders make 

just decisions, but are to be 

produced because of our 

relationship with Jesus: The 

fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness,  

gentleness and self-control 

(Gal 5:22-23). 

God’s Blessings, 

Pastor Al 
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Our power source is prayer 
 

Our church is to be Christ-like 
 

Our sacred activity is worship 
 

Our mission is to reach people 
for Christ 

 
Our responsibility is to disciple 

believers 
 

Our message must remain  
unchanged while our  

methodologies change 
 

Our calling is to be involved in 
a servant ministry 

 
Our resolve is to do ministry 

through a “kingdom 
vision” 

  
Our quest is to do ministry 

with excellence 
 

Our desire is to be faithful 
stewards 

The Leadership Meeting is on 

Sunday, July 12th at 4pm in 

C-18. 

Young In Heart will meet 

Thursday, July 16th at 

11:30am in the Fellowship 

Hall for a catered luncheon. 

 

 

The WMU Council Meeting 

will be on Wednesday,  

July 1st at 6pm in C-6. 

Women On Mission:  

Mission Seekers will not 

meet in July. 

 

 

 

Caring and Sharing will 

meet on Thursday, July 9th 

at the home of Selena Hill 

beginning at 7pm. 

We will go to Heritage on 

Sunday, July 26th at 4pm. 

The Senior Men’s Meeting 

will be Tuesday, July 28th in 

the Fellowship Hall at 10am. 

UP AND COMING 

Young in Heart had their annual picnic in June with 38 mem-

bers present.  In July there will be a catered meal on July 16th 

with Ronald Bankston speaking on fire safety.  If you have any 

questions, please call Mary LaRue. 

PRAYER 

Travel has changed so much 

since Jesus traveled through 

Samaria and stopped near 

Jacob's well to ask for water. 

Travelers need water. 

Travelers need living water. 

Travelers have expectations. 

No matter how comfortable 

travelers may be they look 

forward to a safe trip and 

arrival on time. 

Imagine the surprise when 

Jesus invited the woman at 

Jacob's well to ask for water 

that would be everlasting, 

springing from within like a 

gushing fountain of endless 

life.  Who wouldn't want that 

kind of gift from God? 

Travelers . . . May We Pray? 

 July is a time of celebration 

for many of us.  We travel to 

visit others or they travel to 

be with us.  Young people 

travel to camp.  They partici-

pate in summer jobs, mission 

trips or special exchange/

educational programs.   

Sometimes grandparents are 

renewed as church home-

coming events bring genera-

tions together in Christian 

love, fellowship and remem-

brance. When we know 

someone is coming we can 

prepare a little better than 

when they phone from the 

driveway saying, "Surprise, 

we're here!" 

The woman wanted others to 

'come and see' if Jesus might 

be Messiah. (John 4:29) 

Jesus said, "whoever drinks 

of the water that I will give 

him shall never thirst; but the 

water that I will give him will 

become in him a well of wa-

ter springing up to eternal 

life." (John 4:14) 

As we travel this July, pray 

for others.  When possible 

relate to others in a cheerful 

spirit, smile and be kind as is 

appropriate.  May the God of 

love keep us all in His 

care.  (from my heart, Dot) 

IN 
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Matthew 5: 14 “You are 

the world’s light. You can-

not hide a city on a hill. 

 

The days following the 

9/11 tragedy were 

amongst the weirdest that 

many of us ever experi-

enced. To begin with, there 

were no planes in the sky 

anywhere, so it seemed 

empty and quiet. Mostly 

everyone hunkered down 

in their own homes, glued 

to the continuous coverage 

on television. Restaurants 

and malls were practically 

empty and it appeared as 

though large and small 

communities throughout 

the United States would 

never be the same again. 

And then flags started to 

appear everywhere. Peo-

ple had them attached to 

their cars, in the front of 

their homes, and at their 

businesses. The local news-

paper contained a mag-

netic flag to be placed on 

automobiles or fridges in 

every home. We were 

brutally broken and totally 

shocked by the turmoil, but 

we crawled out of our caves 

and restarted to live our lives 

as the means to honor the 

innocent dead and to defy 

the terrorists their complete 

victory. 

Out of the ruined rubble of 

our society, we rose up and 

overcame the darkness of 

despair. Freedom and liberty 

were now even more pre-

cious to us because they had 

been snatched away from us 

for a couple of days. Lady 

Liberty still stood as a senti-

nel before the smoking Man-

hattan skyline and we be-

came just as resolute. Our 

duty was to show the world 

not just our resilience and  

defiance, but our faith in 

freedom and our light of  

liberty. 

Within a week, our skies 

were filled with vapor trail-

ing planes carrying our peo-

ple from state to state and 

NEWS FROM THE WORSHIP PASTOR 

city to city. Within our hearts, 

we all silently vowed that we 

would prevail and that this 

would never happen again on 

our watch, in our cities, and 

across our land. We have re-

mained true to that promise, 

and maintained that life, liber-

ty, and the pursuit of happi-

ness are still the noblest and 

highest of rights to which any 

nation, kingdom, or people on 

Earth can ever aspire towards. 

Even after 14 years we are 

still that light of liberty which 

the world seeks. We are still 

that shining nation of strength 

and hope that the Earth still 

needs.  And this month we 

celebrate that freedom with 

praising God and honoring 

this country. 

 

Bryan Paine 

"Love God Completely, Love 

People Deeply" 
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CHURCH STAFF 
 

Dr. Alvin Southerland 
Senior Pastor 

al@sandyplains.org 
 

Bryan Paine 
Worship Pastor 

bryan@sandyplains.org 
 

Gary McEntire 
Pastor to Students 

gary@sandyplains.org 
 

Janet Porter  
Children’s Director 

janetporter@sandyplains.org 
 

Terri Butler 
Preschool Director 

terri@sandyplains.org 
 

Dr. Don Mason 
Pastor to Senior Adults 

 Year-To-Date 
Budget: 

$338,000 
 

Year-To-Date 
Offerings: 
$344,424 

 
 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC MISSION 

The following items are 

needed and can be dropped 

off at the church office dur-

ing the week. On Sundays, 

bring them to room C-14 or 

give them to Caroline Sin-

gletary.  

 

Please Note: We CANNOT 

accept any prescription 

medicines due to travel 

rules.  

Generic forms of these are 

acceptable: 

Tums, Chewable Tylenol, Lax-

atives, Stool Softeners, 

Ranitidine (Zantac 75 mg), 

Once again, SPBC will be 

leading a team returning to 

the DR for a week of minis-

try from July 27th until Au-

gust 3rd.  

We will be conducting medi-

cal and eye clinics as well as 

children's activities, counsel-

ing and participating in even-

ing worship services.  

This life changing experience 

cannot take place without 

your prayers and support! 

One particular way to help is 

by donating medicines that 

we will take with us.  

 

Imodium, Adult Vitamins, 

Chewable Vitamins, Corti-

sone Cream, Benadryl, Infant 

cold medicines, Infant vita-

mins, Visine eye drops, dia-

per rash ointment. 

Any amount is appreciated!! 

Last day to donate will be 

July 22nd.  

Pray for our team members 

safety, health, and God's use 

of our gifts and talents as we 

reach others for Christ. 



“ROOTS” – GROWING DEEP - GROWING UP 

Our children’s department has a new look and a new name, “Roots”.  Our desire is to 

teach our kids how to dig deep into God’s word and help them set a firm foundation.  As 

our kids grow deeper with Jesus, we can lead them to reach out and share Jesus with oth-

ers. 

 In Psalm chapter one, David talks about being like a tree, planted by streams of water.  A 

tree planted by water will yield its fruit in season and its leaves will not wither.  When our 

kids are firmly planted in Jesus, they will be able to stand strong in all circumstances.   

One of my favorite songs by Casting Crowns, “Thrive”, says,  

            Into Your word, we’re digging deep 

            To know our Father’s heart 

            Into the world, we’re reaching out 

            To show them who You are   

I am ready to lead our children on this journey.  I would love for you to join us. Please 

pray about how God wants you to be involved, whether it be in our nursery, as a Sunday 

school teacher or helping in our AWANA club, we need you! 

AWANA KICK-OFF / REGISTRATION 

We are gearing up for our AWANA Kick-off/Registration Party on Wednesday, August 

12th.  We need you!!  It will be a church wide celebration to begin our AWANA year and I 

would love to surround our clubbers with many “cheerleaders” to help them get excited 

about their journey with Jesus.  We are also looking for many kinds of volunteers for vari-

ous jobs to help our AWANA clubbers learn about God and to develop deep roots as they 

grow in Christ.  Please pray about how you can help our church reach out to the community 

through our AWANA club. 

“Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, say-

ing, “This is the way; walk in it.” - Isaiah 30:21.  God led us through VBS 2015 with this 

verse.  We had an exciting journey through the unknown and touched over 200 kids for 

Christ.  Thanks to our more than 70 volunteers we survived 10 days of VBS fun!  We can’t 

wait for VBS 2016…”Submerged.” 

Our 3rd – 6th graders are preparing for their Pre-Teen Camp to Woodland Christian 

Camp, July 23rd – 26th.  So far we have around 6 kids joining us for our camp adventure 

to Temple, GA to experience canoeing, slip-n-slides, drama, worship, Bible studies and so 

much more!!  Please pray for these children during their camp journey. 
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Into Your word, 

we’re digging deep 

To know our Father’s 

heart.  

 

Into the world, 

we’re reaching out            

To show them who 

You are. 

CHILDREN   JANET PORTER 
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SUMMER CAMP - RECAP 

Summer camp was an amazing experience for our students and leaders. Sure… we had a great 

time doing fun stuff like playing games and hanging out at the water park - but that’s not why 

we where there.  

Each day we were at camp, we participated in two worship / teaching  sessions, we participated 

in guys only / girls only family groups for deeper discussions and we had a nightly whole group 

family meeting where we talked over what we learned and experienced that day. 

 

LESSON HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE WORSHIP SESSIONS: 

 If we are going to come to the table and ask God to make us who he wants us to be: 

 We have to wake up - the kingdom of God is bigger than us and hell is still real. 

 We have to wise up - we must do something about it. We must live as if we believe it.  

 We have to suit up. Clothe ourselves in Christ. If we are more concerned about what we 

look like on the outside than on the inside, we are missing the Christian life. 

 If you want boldness, all you have to do is sincerely ask God for it. If you ask God for 

 boldness to speak to this world, God will give it every time.  

 We don't get to see the blessings down the road if we never get on the road. 

 When you set your mind above, amazing things can happen beyond your expectations 

 You can't  do ministry on your own. One person is never a movement. This means we can't 

 live our Christian life on our own. 

 We cannot let anyone go through this life alone. 

 The calling on our life is that Christ be lived out loud. This might include the possibility that 

 we suffer. There comes a point where we must stop backing up to avoid persecution. In 

 so doing, the world might stop coming against us and instead acknowledge the Christ in 

 our lives. 

 

STUDENT CENTER RENOVATION PROJECT IS UNDERWAY 

We have just started making major changes to our Student Center! We are in the process of 

upgrading our lights, staging and décor.  We are looking to create an environment that our 

students will be proud of and excited about enough to bring their friends. We will also be using 

this venue on Sunday mornings for our children as we roll out our upgraded version of our  

Children’s Worship program called Worship KidStyle! 

 

Our goal is to have all of the paint and a lot of the lighting done before July 12th and most of 

the rest of the changes in place by mid-August. 

MIDDLE / HIGH SCHOOL GARY MCENTIRE 

 

We are the Student 

Ministry of Sandy Plains 

Baptist Church. 

 

We are about joining our 

minds with the mind of 

God.  

 

We are about denying our-

selves and lifting up Christ.  

 

We are about submitting 

our will to the will of God.  

 

We are about merging 

heart, soul, strength and 

mind into one dedicated 

purpose: to love God and 

to love others.  

 

We are about becoming 

one in Spirit with other 

Christ followers.  

 

We are about becoming 

one with the One.  

We are about: 

the FUSION 
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2825 Sandy Plains Rd / Marietta, GA 30066 

770.971.8525 / www.sandyplains.org 

LIVE LOVE SERVE 

CALENDAR AT A GLANCE 
 
7/1  WMU Council Meeting, 6pm (C6) 
7/3  OFFICE CLOSED 
7/5  Church wide Fellowship, 5:30pm 
7/9  Caring and Sharing, 7pm (Selena Hill’s home) 
7/12  Leadership Meeting, 4pm (C18)  
7/16  Young In Heart, 11am (FH) 
7/19  Reavis Baby Shower, 2:30pm (CC) 
7/19  Deacon’s Meeting, 4pm (C18) 
7/19  Church Conference, 5pm (WC) 
7/26  Heritage, 4pm 
7/27-8/3 DR Mission Trip 
7/28  Senior Men’s Meeting, 10am (FH) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGULAR WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 
Sunday 
 9:30 AM Classic Worship 
    9:30 AM  Bible Study 
  11:00 AM The Awakening Worship 
   11:00 AM Bible study  
     5:00 PM Evening Activities  
     5:30 PM One Step Further (W.C.) 
     
Tuesday 
   12:00 PM  Prayer Group (C13)  
  
Wednesday 
     6:30 PM Student Sign Language /  
  Activities 
 6:30 PM Adult Bible Study 
    6:30 PM Choir Rehearsal 
     7:45 PM Band Rehearsal 
 
 



Danny Wood Danny Wood Danny Wood Danny Wood

Projection

David Peterson David Peterson David Peterson David Peterson

Andy Mattick's Team Laura Reavis' Team Lewis Casey's Team

Soundboard

Roland Smith Andy Mattick Chase Conrey

Team 1 Team 2 Team 3 Team 4

Team 5 Team 6 Team 7

Dick Porter

Sam Hill

Security at 11:00am

Daniel Reavis Roy Earnest Jim Caulk Larry Logan

Team 8

Ray Butler Jim Caulk

Security at 9:30am

Chad Conrey Dick Porter

Deacon of the Week

Don Walker Roland Smith Willie Terrell Dixie Beggs

Robert Moody

Karen Jackson

Jo Ann Tucker

Brett Norman

Danny AshleyLewis Casey

Earl Gossage

Bonnie Martin

Annie Workman

Melita Conrey

Ed England

Janice Ashley

Sandy Rudin

Wally Harris

Wayne Cole

Greeter Teams

Melissa Lacy

Linda Hodges

David Braswell

Dixie Beggs

Counting Team

Lock-Up

Don Walker Ray Butler

July 5th July 12th July 19th July 26th

SPBC Volunteer Schedule, July 2015



Alex Taylor

Greg Taylor

Wally Harris

Sam Hill

Steve Stephens Fran Florian Steve Stephens

Jim Kennedy Ron Stone Wayne Cole Jim Kennedy

John LaRue Don Walker John Downer John LaRue

Bob Hayes Joe Ballew Garvin Bell Bob Hayes

Frank Hartley Robert Moody Lewis Casey Frank Hartley

David Braswell Chad Conrey Don Singletary David Braswell

Wayne Bartlett Danny Ashley Dixie Beggs Wayne Bartlett

Traditional Service Ushers

Team 1 Team 2 Team 3 Team 1

Brett and Janie Norman Sydney Conant Kayla Conrey Leigh Ann Anderson

Cora Conant Nathan Porter

Back up Workers

Threes, Fours and Fives

Robert and Betsy Moody Robert and Betsy Moody Robert and Betsy Moody Robert and Betsy Moody

Babies and Twos - 2nd Service

Brett and Janie Norman DeAnn McEntire Terri Butler Leigh Ann Anderson

Melita Conrey DeAnn McEntire Karen Jackson Janet Porter

Jen Conant Janet Porter Bernie Caulk Christine Peterson

Babies and Twos - 1st Service

Janice Ashley Laurie Dotson Jenni Logan Janet Earnest

SPBC Volunteer Schedule, July 2015
July 5th July 12th July 19th July 26th

Extended Session Coordinator
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